"Why not do it in the day time?" said the little girl. "Thats
when the real danger is."
"They wouldnt let me," said the Emperor.
"Poor Kaiser I" said the little girl "I'm so sorry for you. I hope
you wont be wounded. If you are, I'll bring you some water."
The Emperor felt so fond of her when she said this that he
gave her a kiss before he got up and took her by the hand to lead
her away to a place of safety. And she felt so fond of him that she
never thought of anything else for the moment. This was how-
it happened that neither of them noticed that a star shell had just
lit up right over them, and that the tall figure of the Emperor
could be seen by its light from ever so far, though the girl, who
was a little thing in a dingy brown dress, and whose face was, to
tell the truth, not very clean, looked at a little distance like no-
thing but an ant heap.
The next moment there was a fearful sound: the sound of a
shell rushing through the air so fast that it left the bang of the
cannon behind it as it came straight towards them. The Emperor
turned round quickly to look; and as he did so two more stars
broke out, and another shell began racing towards them from a
great distance. And this was a very big one: the Emperor could
see it tearing through the air like a great mad elephant, making
a noise like a train in a tunnel. The first shell burst not very far
away with such a splitting crack that it seemed to be right in the
Emperor's ear. And all the time the second shell was coming
with a terrible rush.
The Emperor threw himself on his face and clutched the earth
with his fists trying to bury himself out of danger. Then he re-
membered the little girl; and it seemed to him so awful that she
should be blown to pieces that he forgot about himself and tried
to jump up and throw himself on top of her to shield her.
But you can think of things far quicker than you can do them;
and shells are nearly as quick as thinking. Before the Emperor
had got his fingers out of the clay, and his knees doubled up to
rise, there was a most tremendous noise. The Emperor had never
heard anything so awful, though he was used to shells at a dis-